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STATE OF UTAH Norrnon H Bongerler, Governo'
NATURAL RESOURCES fee C Honsen, Execufive Drrector
Oil, Gos & Mining Dionne R Nielson, Ph.D , Division Director

355 t// Nor.th Temple.3 Triod Center.Surte 35O.So!t Loke Crtv. UT 84180-1203.8C'l 5-lE-5i.1,

0ctober 28, I9B7

Mr. GeraId Laughter
610 Cermak
Moab, Utah 84532

Dear Mr. Laughter:

Re: Inf ormation on Sma11 t'ti ne Operations, Col

It is my understanding that you have two placer mines on the
Colorado River. These mines were previously exempt from the State
of Utah I975 Mined Land Recl-amation Act due to their sma11 size.
More specifically, the I975 Act stated that any mining operations
that qualified under the following size category were exempt lrom
the Mined Land RecLamation Act:

r,....1-ess than 500 tons of material are mined in a period of
twelve consecutive months or where Less than two acres of
Land are excavated or used as a disposal site in a period
of twelve consecutive months. . . .tt

The Utair State Legislature modified the Mjned Land Reclamation
Act during the I9B5 ano 1987 general session. In part, the amended
act eliminates the two acre/5OO ton exemption and establjshes a
rrsmall- mining operationf' category in its place. 5ma11 mining
operations are defined as:

It...mining operations vrhich oisturb or will disturb five or
less surface acres at any given time. I'

The Division is currently Cevelcping rules ancl regulations
regarding snralL mine operations. These rules will probably be
implernented sornetime in 1988. All active mine oFerations which were
previously exempt will be required to file at that time under the
provisions of the netv Iaw and regulations.
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Mr. Gerald Laughter
DoE/ OI9 / O40
Octobet 28, I9B7

The new rules wiII go through a lengthy state-wlde public
comment perioo before they are adopted. This will incLude at least
one public hearing in l''loab which I encourage you to attend. I have
enclosed the current draft form for small mine operations so that
you will have some idea of the approach that we are taking.

Feel free to give me a cal] if you should have any questions or
need additional inf orn'ation.

Reclamation Engineer

clj
Enc los u re
cc: L. Braxton
LtLrR/27 -28

Sincerely,

iank Jl-Fila s


